
military

organise 

rifle

republic

struggle

women

volunteers

army

barracks

bullets

captain

casualty

City Hall

culture

Dublin Castle

fight

freedom

gun

Ireland

liberty

lieutenant

Helena Molony explains why women got involved 

in 1916 and the revolutionary movement 

The Women of 1916 who were imprisoned in Ship Street Barracks

Helena Molony

Republican, 

Feminist and 

Labour Activist

‘

’

Katie fought along side her 

brothers Sean, Matthew, 

George and Eamonn. Sean died 

within hours of the start of 

the rising. 

Katie Barrett 

nee Connolly

Irish Citizen army

The Connolly and Norgrove families were examples of republican 

families where all the members were involved in the fighting

Annie Grange, 

nee Norgrove 

Irish citizen army

Annie fought alongside her 

sister Emily, while her 

father George and brother 

Fred fought in the GPO
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The morning of the 24
th

April 1916

Helena Molony describes the 

preparations as they leave Liberty Hall

Draw the men and women marching along Dame Street and arriving at City Hall



The first shot is fired, killing a policeman James O Brien. The 1916 Rising has begun

12:15 pm 

gun
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hat
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Firing breaks out between snipers on both sides 

Dr Kathleen Lynn describes the death of the rebel Sean Connolly 

boots

coat

Helena Molony tells of the killing of a policeman James O’Brien

The women of 1916 were soldiers and nurses. 

What would they had needed to bring on the day?

stew
The Clock tower in Dublin Castle over looks City Hall. 

It was from here that a sniper hit Sean Connolly 

2:30 pm

bombs
money

jewellery

notepaper

pen



Sean Connolly was dead. His sister Kathleen and brother Matthew fight on. 

Annie Norgrove continues the account of Easter Monday

Using this secret code, what do you think the note said

3:00 pm

Jinny Shanahan describes the moment when Dublin Castle opened 

fire on City Hall 

Helena Molony rushed to the GPO with a note to looking for help

Secret code

This is the view of the Justice statue at 

the castle gate that the rebels in City Hall 

would have seen. 

Justice has her back to the people.

Why?

6:00 pm



The occupation of City hall lasted about 12 hours. After 

midnight, British soldiers broke a window and entered City 

Hall.

“Surrender in the name of the King”

Helena Molony remembered Annie Norgrove’s words

Dr Kathleen Lynn describes what happened

Jinny Shanahan’s story

Why do the women not want to surrender?



The women were marched to Ship Street Barracks at the back of Dublin Castle

Dr Kathleen Lynn remembers 

ships biscuits and oranges

https://1916.rte.ie/women-in-the-rising/dr-lynn-

kicked-up-murder/

Recorded in RTE in 1966

Listen to the voice of Emily Norgrove talking 

about their time in Ship Street Barracks:

Draw their first meal in 

Ship Street Barracks

Draw their last meal in 

Ship Street Barracks

https://1916.rte.ie/women-in-the-rising/dr-lynn-kicked-up-murder/


The women spent a week in Ship Street Barracks. They were marched to 

Richmond Barracks and later to Kilmainham Gaol. While imprisoned in 

an old disused wing of Kilmainham Gaol they heard the executions of 

the 1916 leaders, gun shots that must have chilled them to the bone.

Dr Kathleen Lynn was 

deported to England. Unlike 

many of the leaders of the 

rebellion, she was not 

imprisoned, but worked with 

a doctor near Bath in 

England. 

All the women who fought in City Hall and were imprisoned in 

Ship Street Barracks were soldiers of the Irish Citizen Army. 

They were never charged with any offences and had no trials. 

Design a Medal 

for the women who fought in 1916

Helena Molony was transferred 

to Mountjoy prison and then 

removed to the England. She 

spent time in Lewes and 

Aylesbury jails before being 

released on Christmas Eve 

1916. 

Imprisoned for the cause of Irish Freedom

Elizabeth ‘Bessie’, Annie, Katie, Brigid Davis, Brigid Brady, Emily 

and Jinny were released from prison between the 8
th

to 12
th

May 1916.



What happened to the Ship Street women after the 1916 Rising

Dr Kathleen Lynn Helena Molony Jinny Shanahan Annie Norgrove Emily Norgrove

Kathleen was 42 years old in 

1916. She was a life long 

suffragette, socialist and 

republican. After her 

release from service in 

England, she continued her 

republican activities and 

was active in the War of 

Independence. She was 

elected as Sinn Fein TD in 

1923, but abstained from 

taking her seat in 

accordance with the party 

policy. She left the Sinn 

Fein party in 1927 in 

frustration at their refusal 

to adopt policies of social 

reform. 

In 1919, she founded St 

Ultans Hospital for Infants. 

She died in 1955 and was 

buried with full military 

honours in recognition of 

her role in the 

revolutionary movement. 

Emily Norgrove was 18 

years old in 1916. 

After her release from 

Kilmainham Gaol, she 

returned to her 

parents home. She 

continued her 

involvement in the ICA 

in 1918 and during the 

early part of the War 

of Independence. She 

carried guns, 

performed First Aid 

and collected funds to 

support the rebellion.

She retired from the 

ICA in March 1920 and 

married fellow 

republican John 

Hanratty. He continued 

the republican 

struggled and took the 

anti-treaty side in 

the Civil war

Annie was 27 

years old in 

1916. 

Following her 

release from 

prison, she 

continued her 

republican 

activities in 

the War of 

Independence by 

carrying arms 

and ammunition 

across Dublin to 

her father’s 

house. Like her 

family, she took 

the anti-treaty 

side in the 

Civil War. 

Jinny was 19 years 

old in 1916.

Following her release 

from Kilmainham gaol, 

she continued her 

republican 

activities. In 1917 

as part of the 1916 

anniversary 

demonstrations, she 

hoisted tri-colour 

flags in positions 

that had been held in 

1916 and protested on 

the roof of Liberty 

Hall. During the War 

of Independence her 

home was used to 

shelter soldiers, 

arms and confidential 

papers. She took the 

anti-treaty side in 

the civil war.   

Helena was 33 years old in 

1916.

She was a life long 

republican and labour 

activist. After her 

release from prison she 

continued her republican 

activities. In 1917 she 

took part in the 1916 

anniversary demonstrations 

and protested on the roof 

of Liberty Hall. In 1919, 

she became a district 

Justice in the Republican 

Courts. Throughout the War 

of Independence she 

carried arms, took part in 

intelligence work and 

publicity. She took the 

anti-treaty side in the 

Civil War and was active 

in procuring and 

concealing arms and 

harbouring republican 

soldiers. 



Katie Barrett, nee Connolly Brigid O’Duffy, 

nee Davis

Brigid was 25 years 

old in 1916. 

After her release 

from prison, she 

continued to work 

with Dr Lynn.

In 1917, she took 

part in the Connolly 

Anniversary 

Demonstration by 

protesting on the 

roof of Liberty Hall 

with Helena Malony, 

and Jinny Shanahan. 

They were forcibly 

removed but not 

arrested. From 1919, 

she continue to work 

with Dr Lynn until 

1921. She is 

remembered by Helena 

Molony as cool and 

courageous under 

fire. 

Brigid Brady

Do you want to find out more

This story has been 

reconstructed from 

witness statements and 

pension applications 

in the military 

archives.

If you want to find out 

about the 1916 Rising, 

check out:

Military Archives

www.militaryarchives.ie

National Museum at Collins 

Barracks 1916 exhibition

www.museum.ie

Richmond Barracks

www.richmondbarracks.ie

Kilmainham Gaol

www.kilmainhamgaolmuseum.ie

RTE

Listen to the voices of the 

women of 1916

https://1916.rte.ie/women-

in-the-rising/

Kathleen was 29 years old in 

1916.

After her release from Kilmainham 

Gaol, she resumed her republican 

activities. She distributed 

National Aid funds to republican 

prisoner’s dependents. She was 

also mobilised for all republican 

funerals. In 1918 she was 

involved in election work and the 

campaign against conscription.  

In 1920, she was on duty outside 

Mountjoy jail for the families of 

executed prisoners and hunger

strikers. She also carried arms 

for the republicans, acted as a 

courier and posted bills 

supporting the cause.

In 1922-23, she was on the anti-

treaty side and acted as a 

courier between London and 

Dublin.

She was arrested and interned in 

Mountjoy Jail from the March 

until July 1923. 

Brigid was 20 

years old in 

1916.

She had been 

involved in 

making bandages, 

first aid kits 

and bombs. After 

her release from 

prison she 

returned to work 

in Jacob’s 

biscuit factory.

After 1916, 

Brigid’s final 

connection to 

the republican 

movement seems 

to have been 

attendance at 

Thomas Ashe’s 

funeral in 1917

Elizabeth was 20 

years old in 

1916.

After her release 

from Kilmainham 

Gaol, she 

continued her 

republican 

activities in 

1917. She was 

arrested for 

hoisting a tri-

colour flag at 

her home in 1917. 

By the end of 

1917, she had 

ceased her 

republican 

activities and 

moved to Glasgow

Elizabeth ‘Bessie’ 

Kelly, nee Lynch


