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… Farmleigh …



Inis Cealtra (Holy Island), Portumna Abbey, 
Portumna Castle & Garden, Innishfallen, 
Ross Castle, the Blasket Islands and 
Glendalough all make an appearance in the 
latest season of the iconic Tracks & Trails. 

Tracks & Trails returned for its 10th Season 
with four very different programmes 
covering trails in Co. Kerry, Northern 
Ireland, Co.Wicklow and around Lough 
Derg in 3 counties; Co.Clare, Co.Tipperary 
and Co.Galway with presenters travelling by 
foot, by bike and by boat.  

Completing trails on mountains, hills, 
through forests, meadows, parklands and 
cities across lakes and down rivers, in this 
series, four presenters once again get out on 
the most beautiful, quiet and under 
explored trails in Ireland and meet some 
great people along their journeys.   As 
always with Tracks & Trails, there is an 
emphasis on the benefits of getting outside 
and into nature for our mental and physical 
health, and the importance of sharing and 
appreciating the nature that surrounds us 
that we are so lucky to have in abundance in 
Ireland.   

This season, viewers are taken along trails 
that showcase Ireland at its most beautiful 
with a chance to explore some of the many 
walking and Blueway trails on offer for the 
outdoor visitor in the counties around 
Lough Derg (Darren Frehill). There is also 
an easy urban trail by bike from Titanic 

Quarter in Belfast along the River Lagan and 
then for something totally different to a 
mountain trail for a hike steeped lyrical 
mysticism on Slieve Gullion outside Newry, 
to the winding, mystical forest and pilgrim 
trails of Co.Wicklow, (Roz Purcell); to  heart 
stopping views of the Blasket Islands and 
the soaring majesty of the mountains on the 
lakes in Killarney, (Cathy Kelly)  In this 
series there is something for every level of 
hiker or visitor. 

Season 10 is dedicated to Jim Sherwin.  
Tracks & Trails is continued by his son John 
and daughter Clíona.   

Thursday 30th June.  
Lough Derg, from the shores of Co. 
Clare, Co. Tipperary and Co. Galway.  
Presented by RTÉ Radio & TV Sports 
Presenter, Darren Frehill. 

Thursday 7th July  
Titanic Quarter & The Lagan Towpath, 
Belfast & Slieve Gullion, Co. Armagh.  
Presented by Comedian & author, Rory 
O’Connor from Rory’s Stories  

Thursday 14th July 
St.Kevin’s Way & The Avonmore Way, 
Co.Wicklow.  Presented by Roz Purcell, 
Cookery Book Author, Entrepreneur & 
founder of The Hike Life. 

Thursday 21st July 
Kerry,  Dingle Peninsula & Killarney 
National Park.  Presented by author,      
Cathy Kelly. 
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Tracks & 
Trails 

 
Seven OPW  

heritage sites  
feature in the  

10th series  
of Tracks  

& Trails
< Glendalough Round Tower and 

Monastic Site, Co. Wicklow. 
 

Entrance to Portumna Castle, Co. Galway.<
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Glendalough

Portumna

Cathy Kelly  
overlooking the  

Blaskets from Slea
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<
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< <
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• Investment of €2.9 million from 
Fáilte Ireland, the Office of Public 
Works and the Department of 
Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage  

 

• Flagship visitor experience to 
generate €1.6m for local economy 
over 5 years 

 

• Will attract over 12,500 
additional visitors over five years 
and 252 additional jobs in the 
region to be supported 

 

The Minister for State with responsibility for 
the Office of Public Works Patrick O’Donovan 
and Máire Ní Shúilleabháin Uí Chíobháin, 
daughter of famed Blasket author Muiris Ó 
Súilleabháin, re-opened the iconic Blasket 
Centre (Ionad an Bhlascaoid) in Dún Chaoin 
on the Western edge of the Dingle Peninsula 
at the end of June 2022. 

Adjacent to the recently opened viewing 
platform with spectacular views over the 
Blasket Islands, the project includes a total 
transformation of the Centre’s exhibitions to 
deliver an authentic, and imaginative re-
telling of the story of the Blasket islands, their 
rich heritage and their literature which is of 
national and international significance. The 
Blasket Centre is a flagship visitor attraction 
for County Kerry and is expected to attract 
63,000 visitors to the region by Year 5 of 
opening.  

New experience at the iconic 
Blasket Centre  
in Dún Chaoin officially opens 

The new Blasket Islands Visitor 
Experience (Ionad an Bhlaschaoid)  

Dún Chaoin, on the Dingle 
Peninsula, Co Kerry. Fáilte Ireland, 

the Office of Public Works and 
the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage have 
together invested €2.9million into 
the Centre. The project includes a 

complete refurbishment of the 
Centre’s exhibitions and provides 

an imaginative re­telling of the 
story of the Blasket islands, their 
rich heritage and their literature 

which is of national and 
international significance.  

Photo: Valerie O'Sullivan

<  
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totally new exhibition that tells the story of the 
Blasket Islands in an imaginative multi-media 
experience. It also pays homage to the 
significant cultural footprint the islanders left 
in a series of books documenting their lives. I 
invite visitors to come and discover this utterly 
unique heritage centre and museum which is 
both a window into the past and enables us to 
keep the extraordinary legacy of the Blasket 
Islanders alive by engaging with their history, 
their language and culture.” 

The Blasket Centre, originally opened in 1994, 
was the result of a partnership between The 
Blasket Foundation and the Irish Government.  
The Centre and tours of the Great Blasket 
Island are operated by the Office of Public 
Works. The Blasket Centre tells the story of 
island life, subsistence fishing and farming, 
traditional life, including modes of work and 
transport, home life, housing and 
entertainment.  

The Centre details the 
community’s struggle 
for existence, their 
language and culture, 
and the extraordinary 
literary legacy they left 
behind- classics such as 
The Islandman, Twenty 
Years A-Growing, and 
Peig.   Their story is told 
using a variety of means 
– exhibitions, 
interactive displays, 
artefacts, audio visual 
presentations and 
artworks.  

 

Fáilte Ireland, the Office of Public Works and 
the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage have together 
invested €2.9 million in the Centre. The 
Centre has been designated as a Wild Atlantic 
Way Signature Discovery Point, and together 
with the walkway and viewing platform, 
which opened to the public in 2020, offers 
dramatic views of the Blasket Island 
archipelago and the Atlantic coastline. 

The Centre provides direct employment for 
20 people when in operation and will support 
over 250 additional jobs in this Gaeltacht 
region. 

Welcoming the official opening of the centre, 
Patrick O’Donovan, T.D., Minister of State 
with responsibility for the Office of Public 
Works, said: “I am delighted to reopen the 
Blasket Centre – Ionad an Bhlascaoid – here 
in Dún Chaoin today. It is a stunning piece of 
architecture in itself and is now home to a 

The new Blasket Islands 
Visitor Experience (Ionad 

an Bhlaschaoid)  Dún 
Chaoin, on the Dingle 

Peninsula, Co Kerry

< 
 

Blasket Centre, Dún Chaoin
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The new Blasket Islands Visitor Experience (Ionad an Bhlaschaoid)  Dún Chaoin. 
Photo: Valerie O'Sullivan

Ireland’s National Heritage in the care of  
the Office of Public Works 
 
www.heritageireland.ie


