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Maynooth in County Kildare, is located 24 
kilometres (15 miles) west of central Dublin, 
and is just inside the western edge of the Pale. 
A castle was constructed in the area during 
the early 13th century that became the seat of 
power for the Fitzgerald family, who 
dominated Irish affairs and governed Ireland 
for the King of England from 1487 to 1513. 

 

During the rebellion of Silken Thomas in 
1534, the son of the ninth earl of Kildare, the 
castle was besieged by crown forces 
commanded by William Skeffington. The 
techniques of European warfare had been 
transformed during the 15th and 16th 
centuries with the advent of gunpowder and 
by the substantial progress in the 
effectiveness and destructive power of 
artillery. 

In March 1535, Skeffington’s army, using 
artillery, bombarded the castle, destroying 
much of the medieval structure, forcing the 
garrison to capitulate after a ten day siege. 
The prisoners were led out from the ruins and 

summary executed at the castle gates. The 
rebellion was brought to an end and Silken 
Thomas was captured and imprisoned along 
with five of his uncles in the Tower of London. 
They were executed at Tyburn for treason on 3 
February 1537. 

With the marriage of Richard Boyle’s (1st Earl 
of Cork) daughter to George Fitzgerald, 16th 
Earl of Kildare, a restoration of the castle was 
undertaken between 1630 and 1635. This 
period of relative peace in Ireland was short 
lived as in 1641 the conflict known as the Irish 
Confederate Wars, also called the Eleven Years 
War commenced. The conflict was considered 
the Irish theatre of war for the Wars of the 
Three Kingdoms, civil wars that were being 
fought in Ireland, England and Scotland. 
Those loyal to the King of England and those 
loyal to Parliament, clashed in numerous 
battles and skirmishes and it is considered to 
be one of the moist violent and bloody periods 
in Irish history. This conflict had political, 
religious and ethnic aspects and was fought 
over governance, land ownership, religious 
freedom and religious discrimination. 

Maynooth 
Castle 

by Paul O’Brien
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Images of early 13th 
century Maynooth 

Castle and detail of 
the FitzGerald family 

Coat of Arms,  
which features  
two monkeys.

During this conflict, sieges aimed at 
isolating and reducing fortified positions 
became a tactical nous for both sides. The 
Kildare Geraldines who occupied the castle 
during this period sought to avoid conflict 
and avoid the war. Because of Maynooth 
Castle’s strategic importance, its close 
proximity to the Pale and the possibility that 
it could be used as a forward operating base 
for Parlimentarian forces to launch attacks 
or harass troops heading into County 
Dublin, Royalist Forces under the command 
of Owen Roe O’Neill launched an attack. 
Once again artillery was deployed and the 
garrison defeated. Much of the castle was 
destroyed and ruined in order that it could 
not be reoccupied and pose a threat to forces 
in Dublin. Only the gatehouse and the solar 
tower remained. 

The Fitzgeralds subsequently left Maynooth 
Castle, first moving to Kilkea Castle and then 
taking up residence at Carton House which 
became their family seat. 

Today, part of Maynooth Castle has been 
restored by the Office of Public Works and 
one can visit this magnificent stone edifice 
and relive what times were like during 
Ireland’s turbulent past. 
 

Special thanks to Alan Cleary and Mary Henry 
for information on Maynooth Castle. 
 
https://heritageireland.ie/places-to-
visit/maynooth-castle/ 

























































































https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/rhododendron-week-tour-restoring-kilmacurraghs-historic-rhododendrons-tickets-304895369257
https://botanicgardens.ie/calendar/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/rhododendron-week-the-moores-and-glasnevin-the-irish-rhododendron-story-tickets-305602865397
https://botanicgardens.ie/calendar/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/rhododendron-week-exbury-gardens-past-and-present-tickets-305610588497
https://botanicgardens.ie/calendar/
mailto:kilmacurraghgardens@opw.ie
https://botanicgardens.ie/calendar
mailto:kilmacurraghgardens@opw.ie
http://tel.no/
https://nationalbotanicgardensofireland.eventbrite.ie/





